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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections ' 35 use § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Yajima 
6,238,576. Yajima teaches all the limitations as substantially claimed for chemical liquid supply 
apparatus comprising: a pump 17 discharging a liquid accommodated in a liquid tank 46, a filter . 
41 connected to said pump 17 through a pump outlet flow path 53 to which a pump discharge- 
side valve V4 for opening/closing the flow path 53 is provided, a liquid discharge portion 50 
connected to said filter 41 through a liquid discharge flow path, via 43, 17, 47, and 48, to which 

a discharge valve VI, as in figure 6B, for opening/closing the flow path 48 is provided, and a 
vacuum source 15a, as in figure 5A, communicating with said filter 41 through an exhaust flow 
path 51 to which a deaeration valve V2 for opening/closing the flow path 51 is provided; a 
control means 56 for closing said pump discharge-side valve V5 and a valve capable of being a 
discharge valve VI, as it returns liquid to element 46 as in figure 6B, opening said deaeration 
valve V2 under such a state that said vacuum source is operated 15a as in figure 5A; and an 
exhaust flow path 51 connected to a vent port 41c formed at said fliter 41, or a primary or 
secondary side of said filter 41. 

Further Yajima teaches a deaerating method of a chemical liquid supply apparatus 
having: a pump discharging a liquid accommodated in a liquid tank 46, a filter 41 connected to 
said pump 17 through a pump outlet flow path 53 to which a pump discharge-side valve V5 for 
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opening/closing the flow path is provided, and a liquid discharge portion 50 connected to said 
filter 41 through a liquid discharge flow path, 43, 17, 47, 48, to which a discharge valve VI for 
opening/closing the flow path is provided, and discharging the liquid in said liquid tank 46 from 
said liquid discharge portion, the deaerating method including: a deaerating process of, under 
such a state that a vacuum source 15a, as in figure 5A, connected to said filter 41 through an 
exhaust flow path 51 is operated, opening a deaeration valve Ml provided to said exhaust flovy 
path 51 and closing said pump 17 discharge-side valve V5 and said valve capable of being a 
discharge valve VI, as in figure 6B, to exhaust a gas inside said filter 41 to said exhaust flow 
path 51, figure 5B (col. 9 II. 9-20); and a deaerating method of a chemical liquid supply 
apparatus having a pump 17 discharging a liquid by communicating with the liquid 
accommodated in a liquid tank 46 through a liquid introduction flow path 47 to which a pump 
inlet-side valve V3 for opening/closing the flow path 47 is provided, a filter 41 connected to said 
pump 17 through a pump outlet flow path, 53 to which a pump discharge-side valve V5 for 
opening/closing the flow path is provided, a liquid dispense portion 50 connected to said filter 
41 through a liquid discharge flow path, 47, 17, and 48, to which a discharge valve VI for 
opening/closing the flow path 42 is provided, and dispensing the liquid in said liquid tank 46 
from said liquid dispense and a deaerating method including: the step of performing a sucking 
operation of said pump 17 under such a state that a deaeration valve V2 provided to an 
exhaust flow path 51 communicating with an inlet side of said filter 41, said pump inlet-side 
valve V3, and valve capable of being a discharge valve VI, as in figure 6B, are closed and the 
pump discharge-side valve V5 is opened (col. 8 II. 19-18 and 27-31, figure 4C); and the step of 
performing a discharging operation of said pump 17 under such a state that said deaeration 
valve V2 and said pump discharge-side valve V5 are opened and that said pump inlet-side valve 
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V3 and said valve capable of being a discharge valve VI, as in figure 6B, are closed (cpl. 7 II. 
64-67, col. 8 II. 1 and 4-6, figure 4B). 



3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure are cited on form 892 herewith. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Leonard J. Weinstein whose telephone number is 571-272-9961. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ehud Gartenberg can be reached on 571-272-4828. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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